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Spotlighting NLS’ 90th Anniversary: Initial Expansion 
 

In celebration and recognition of the 90th anniversary of the National 
Library Service (NLS) for the Blind and Print Disabled, here is part two of a three 
part series acquainting readers with NLS, highlighting their accomplishments 
through the years.  

Two important developments occurred in 1933: the establishment of a 
uniform system of braille (Standard English Braille) for all English-speaking 
countries, and the development of talking books on recorded discs. Originally, 
the Library’s appropriation did not include funds for talking book machines. 
Machines had to be purchased by blind patrons requesting to borrow recorded 
books or on their behalf by philanthropic organizations at a cost between thirty-
five and sixty dollars. By 1934, there were enough machines in the hands of 
blind readers to justify using part of the congressional appropriation for 
purchasing records. Twenty-seven book titles—including the four Christian 
Gospels, historical documents, and a variety of Shakespeare’s works were made 
available on long-playing records. Records in various forms would continue to 
be used for more than 50 years.  

The Pratt-Smoot Act was amended several times, not only increasing 
appropriations for talking books, but also deleting the word “adult,” on July 3, 
1952, thus opening the service to blind children. At first, the program was 
specifically limited by law to people who were blind. People with physical 
disabilities that prevented them from holding a book or turning pages, and 
others with visual disabilities who were not blind but still could not see well 
enough to read standard print were not eligible. By the end of fiscal year 1966, 
Congress passed Public Law 89-522 authorizing the Library to provide talking 
book services to all U.S. citizens who could not read standard print because of a 
visual or physical disability. 

The revised law brought an immediate need for an expansion of program 
activities. To accomplish this, the NLS book collections and those in the more 
than forty established regional libraries were strengthened by building a reserve 
collection of books and increasing the number of copies of recorded and braille 
titles produced. Procedures were also revised to permit rapid growth in service. 
An amendment to the Library Services and Construction Act in 1966 (Public Law 
89-522) aided these efforts in the establishment of additional regional libraries. 



COVID-19 Update and Preparing for Potential Closures 
 

We are receiving calls from patrons concerned about OLBPD closing due 
to the rising number of COVID-19 cases throughout the State. At this time, 
OLBPD is operating at normal business hours Monday-Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and library materials are being mailed and received. OLBPD continues to 
quarantine returned library materials for 96-hours before staff process returns.  

If OLBPD needs to close and Library staff are not permitted inside the 
building, we will update our phone greeting and web home page alerting patrons 
that we are closed due to COVID-19 precautions. These remain the two best 
sources to learn about our status. Any email messages sent requesting 
information about our status or for service will be answered as soon as possible. 
If the building is closed, then no materials will be mailed or received until we are 
allowed access back into the building. We understand the importance and need 
for books to go out through the mail but please hold off leaving phone and email 
messages requesting books until we reopen. Also, hold on to any items you 
have until the Library reopens. Be sure to check with OLBPD before returning 
books to avoid being left with nothing to read – even if it means reading the 
same books. 

Now is a good time to remind patrons of what they can do to prepare in 
case the Library needs to close. The following advice includes suggestions for 
those with and without access to or interest in computers and technology. 

 

1. Order more than you read – patrons are allowed to check out up to 50 
items. Keep in mind the amount of books you would like to have on hand 
ready to read, along with those that are on their way to and from the 
Library. Generally, it is better to have books waiting for you to read than 
you waiting for books to read. The loan period on items is six weeks, and 
these due dates can be extended. Items are not considered lost until they 
have been on loan for more than six months.   
 

2. Downloading books from BARD – if you are comfortable using technology 
and have access to the internet, a computer or smart phone or tablet, then 
register for BARD. Books can be downloaded to a computer and played on 
the talking book player, or downloaded and played through Apple, Android, 
and Amazon Fire smart devices. BARD patrons were able to download and 
listen to books during our closing, and patrons should be able to download 
materials in the event of another closing. 
 

3. Recruit a BARD buddy – Ask a family member, friend, neighbor, caretaker, 
or someone you trust who knows how to use technology to help download 
books for you. As long as you give them permission, they can access 
BARD on your behalf to download reading materials for you. Books can be 
downloaded to a USB thumb flash drive, and played through the USB port 
on the right side of the talking player or through the BARD Mobile app. 
 



2021 Annual Consumer Conventions in Ohio 
 

The 2021 American Council of the Blind of Ohio (ACBO) and Indiana 
Convention is taking place October 29th-31st at the Crown Plaza Columbus 
North–Worthington in Columbus, Ohio. For more details, please visit the ACBO 
web page at https://www.acbohio.org or call 1-800-835-2226 for more 
information.  
 The National Federation of the Blind of Ohio (NFBO) will host their 75th 
annual state convention November 5th-7th at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel in 
Columbus-Worthington. More information about the convention can be found on 
the NFBO web page at https://nfbohio.org. 
 

 

A Patron Poem in Appreciation of OLBPD 
 

OLBPD has the BEST patrons! One patron shared with us a poem they 
wrote titled “I Applaud OLBPD.” In appreciation of his talents and kind words, 
and with his permission, his poem has been included as part of this newsletter.  

The success of this service relies on the dedicated staff here at OLBPD, 
together with the equally committed and hard-working folks at the State Library 
of Ohio and the National Library Service, along with our sub-lending agency 
partners, and hosts of other individuals working behind the scenes to help 
patrons learn about and enjoy this service. Nonetheless, it is because of patrons 
like you, that we do what we do. Forgive us we are not poets, and for good 
reasons too! 

 
“I Applaud OLBPD” 

By John B. from Reading, Ohio 
 

For the joy of reading, and books that are free, 
the wondrous gifts you send to me, 
to treasure and receive with glee, 

no wonder I applaud OLBPD. 
Such joy it is to be able to read, 
thank you for fulfilling my need. 

Through the wonder of Braille, the letter I see, 
I applaud OLBPD. 

From your sanctum on Lake Erie’s shore, 
come laughs, thrills and joys galore, 

and such joy that it is all for free, 
I truly applaud OLBPD. 

 
 



Fall Back Into Reading List 
 

In conversations with readers, it seems quite a few bestselling authors 
released new books in 2020 that may have gone unnoticed thanks to COVID-19 
and presidential elections pirating people’s attention. Fall back into these 2020 
bestsellers in case you missed them. These titles are available now for download 
through BARD or by request. Books in the list may contain descriptions of sex, 
strong language, or violence.   

 

1. “The Return” by Nicholas Sparks – DB 100846 – Romance  
2. “Royal” by Danielle Steel – DB 100481 – Romance 
3. “Shadows in Death” by J.D. Robb – DB 100852 – Eve Dallas Mystery  
4.  “A Time for Mercy” by John Grisham – DB 102496 – Legal Thriller  
5. “Fortune and Glory” by Janet Evanovich – DB 101966 – Stephanie Plum Novel  
6. “Daylight” by David Baldacci – DB 101097 – Atlee Pine Thriller 
7. “The Awakening” by Nora Roberts – DB 101360 – Fantasy and Romance 
8. “Dolly Parton, Songteller” by Dolly Parton – DB 102063 – Autobiography 
9. “Last Days of John Lennon” by James Patterson – DB 101366 – Biography 
 

 

Go Paperless! 
 

 Electronic versions of the OLBPD Dimensions newsletter are available from 
our website in audio, braille, and large print. Patrons can be added to our email 
list to receive notice when the next edition is available. 
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