
 

 

EXHIBIT 12 
 

CLEVELAND PUBLIC LIBRARY 
 
 
Finance Committee  
November 15, 2016 
 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AGREEMENT WITH BARRIE PROJECTS, LLC FOR 
DESIGN OF SUPERMAN EXHIBIT  

 
 
WHEREAS, On October 3, 2016, the Cleveland Public Library distributed a request for 

proposals to seven vendors seeking proposals for the development, 
design, and installation of two exhibits, an exhibit showcasing the 
Library’s collection of Superman memorabilia in 2017 and an exhibit of a 
yet-to-be determined scope for 2018.  The exhibits are to be held in Brett 
Hall and the display cases on the second and third floors of the Main 
Library; and 

 
WHEREAS, Barrie Projects responded to the Library’s request for proposals and 

submitted its ideas and plans for carrying out both exhibits in the attached 
proposal.  Barrie Projects was the only vendor to respond to the request 
for proposals; and 

 
WHEREAS, Barrie Projects has previously provided the Library with consulting 

services to assist with developing an exhibit program for the Library, 
acquiring and installing the exhibit furniture in Brett Hall, and preparing for 
the First Folio and Shakespeare Exhibit.  The Library has been very 
pleased with Barrie Projects’ services; and 

 
WHEREAS, The Library would like to delay moving forward with the 2018 exhibit until 

it has had an opportunity to assess patrons’ interests and the Library’s 
own goals for future exhibits.  Once these evaluations are complete, the 
Library intends to issue a request for proposals limited to the 2018 exhibit; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, The Library would like to retain Barrie Projects to perform only those 

services related to the 2017 Superman exhibit as described in Barrie 
Projects’ proposal at a cost not-to-exceed $60,000; therefore be it 

 
RESOLVED, That the Board of Trustees of the Cleveland Public Library authorizes the 

Executive Director, CEO, or his designee, to enter into an agreement with 
Barrie Projects, LLC, to provide the services as outlined Barrie Projects’ 
proposal in connection with the Superman exhibit, in an amount not-to-
exceed $60,000 (including reimbursables), which expenditures shall be 
charged to the Lockwood Thompson Fund Account: 22892103-
53710 (Professional Services), which agreement shall be subject to the 
approval of the Chief Legal Officer. 
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IN CONCLUSION

Our extensive backgrounds in fine arts museums, contemporary and public art collections, and 
museum education are the strong foundation of our emphasis on excellent design coupled with 
imaginative story-telling. We are pragmatists who find creative solutions to any issues that arise 
during the development of projects – and deliver work on-time and on-budget. 

We are proud of the museums we have created that draw millions of people annually and are 
consistently rated among the best and most satisfying museums in the country. 

We at Barrie Projects believe we can bring to the Cleveland Public Library’s exhibit program 
a truly national perspective as to how to maximize the quality and impact of the proposed 
exhibitions. We are a national firm but one with strong ties to the Northeast Ohio community. 

We believe our experience with so many diverse clients and our ties to so many of the 
region’s leading institutions will provide the venerated Cleveland Public Library with special 
opportunities for collaborations and promotional events that will extend far beyond the walls of 
Brett Hall.
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KATHLEEN HICKEY BARRIE
Principal, Barrie Projects 
Kathleen H. Barrie has a 40-year history of museum, civic, arts and cultural experiences in both 
for profit and not for profit businesses. Since 2005 she has served as Principal at Barrie Projects, 
a consulting firm which specializes in museums, exhibits, cultural planning projects and their 
implementation.

MUSEUM DEVELOPMENT:
Ms. Barrie is currently working on the overall development of the United States Olympic 
Museum, as well as its research, content development and design integration. The only 
comprehensive Olympic and Paralympic museum in the United States, designed by Diller 
Scofidio + Renfro, will be built in Colorado Springs, opening in 2018.

Prior to the US Olympic Museum, Ms. Barrie’s most recent completed museum project is The 
Mob Museum: National Museum of Organized Crime and Law Enforcement which opened in 
Las Vegas in February 2012. She was responsible for master planning, research and content 
development, design integration and served as curator, acquiring the Mob Museum’s collection 
of artifacts. The Mob Museum, initiated by the City of Las Vegas, is a $42 million economic 
development and revitalization project for downtown Las Vegas. It has enjoyed glowing reviews 
from The New York Times, USA Today, LA Times, and the Today Show, as well as diverse 
international media coverage. 

Ms. Barrie was Vice-President of Exhibition Development and Design at The Malrite Company 
based in Cleveland. Its major project was the International Spy Museum in Washington, DC. 
Ms. Barrie was responsible for research and content developed with a blue-ribbon committee 
of international intelligence experts; and overall design integration of the Museum’s permanent 
exhibitions, retail components (Zola Restaurant, Spy City Café Museum Store) and merchandise. 
She led the evolution of “Spy’s” graphic identity, website and publication program. Since opening 
in 2002, the International Spy Museum has hosted over 700,000 visitors a year and received 
numerous awards including the DC Chamber of Commerce’s Business of the Year Award in 2003. 
The International Spy Museum is a nationally recognized model of a for-profit museum.

Ms. Barrie was a long time museum educator at the Cleveland Museum of Art where she ran and 
taught the children’s and adult classes for over a decade, developing new models for one of the 
country’s premier art museums and education programs. 

CULTURAL PLANNING: 
Barrie Projects has been involved in various aspects of the visioning and realizations of projects 
in Cleveland’s University Circle beginning in 2005, focused on the Uptown development, a 
new mixed use project initiated by Case Western Reserve University and realized through a 
remarkable group of collaborating partners and institutions. Ms. Barrie produced the Uptown 
Catalog of Ideas in 2006, the result of the visioning process for Cleveland’s newest cultural 
district—to bring housing, retail, restaurants, entertainment and cultural destinations to the 

BARRIE PROJECTS PRINCIPALS

12



campus and beyond. The Uptown project has been critically recognized by the Rudy Bruner 
Award for Urban Excellence. Since 2012, she has been engaged by Case Western Reserve 
University as Curator/Director of the Putnam Art Collection, for programming at Toby’s Plaza at 
Uptown, and other special projects on the campus. 

Ms. Barrie was a founder and the first executive director (1984-2000) of Cleveland Public Art 
(now LAND Studio) which convenes artists and designers, civic leaders, decision-makers and 
interested citizens to plan and realize projects important to the livability of Northeast Ohio. Ms. 
Barrie has worked with numerous international and regional artists including Maya Lin, Tom 
Otterness, Claus Oldenburg, R. M. Fischer, Luis Jimenez, Nancy Dwyer and John L. Moore. As 
part of all public art and public design projects initiated, Ms. Barrie fostered civic discourse and 
public input by developing a variety of custom-designed strategies and events which included 
special events, lectures, public design forums, walking tours and publications. 

EDUCATION / AWARDS
• Boston College (formerly Newton College), BA in Liberal Arts
• Harvard University, Loeb Fellowship in Advanced Environmental Design, 1993-1994 
• Boston College: Alumni Award of Excellence for the Arts and Humanities, 2006
• Cleveland Arts Prize: Special Prize for Distinguished Service to the Arts, 1998

DENNIS BARRIE, PHD	 								      
Principal, Barrie Projects								      
Dennis Barrie has an extensive career in planning, developing and managing both major and 
less traditional cultural destinations—museums, exhibits, visitor centers, and public spaces. 
He is an internationally distinguished museum director, cultural historian and an expert in 
popular culture. His expertise is in developing innovative projects that come from and respond 
to the unique circumstances of various cities and locations across the US. The nature of these 
complex projects rely on the fruitful collaboration with the leading thinkers and designers of our 
time and the widest range of public relationships—with government officials, municipalities and 
internationally renowned institutions. 

His career includes eleven years with the Smithsonian Institution as Midwest Director of the 
Archives of American Art, where he interviewed and documented many of the great artists of the 
20th Century. For eight years he served as Director of Cincinnati’s Contemporary Arts Center 
(1983-1991), the second oldest museum of contemporary art in the United States. During his 
tenure there the Center was known for its ground-breaking exhibitions and programming. 

As the opening Executive Director of the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum in Cleveland 
(1993-1996), Dennis led all aspects of the project from concept—construction, staff development, 
marketing, fundraising and most importantly, the conceptualization and development of the 
Rock Hall’s films and exhibits—through opening and dedication. The Rock Hall is recognized as 
one of the nation’s most celebrated museums, as well as a major cultural destination for visitors 
from outside the region, and a significant economic generator for Cleveland.
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After museum and cultural consulting work for clients such as the International Museum of 
Cartoon Art, Walt Disney Company, Elvis Presley Estate and Site Santa Fe in New Mexico, Dr. 
Barrie became the president of the The Malrite Company (1998-2005), where he worked with 
CEO Milton Maltz to develop new and creative concepts for museum projects. The company’s 
major project was the International Spy Museum in Washington, DC. This pioneering integration 
of serious history, new technology and popular culture, has won numerous awards and has had 
over 700,000 visitors a year since opening in 2002. It is recognized as one of the stellar examples 
of a for-profit museum model and was named the DC Chamber of Commerce’s Business of the 
Year soon after its opening. Also, while at Malrite, Dennis led the development of the Maltz 
Museum of Jewish Heritage in Beachwood, OH, which opened in 2005.

Since founding Barrie Projects in 2005, a museum consultancy, Dennis has also worked on the 
conceptualization of the Bethel Woods Center for the Arts in Bethel, NY, located on the site of 
Max Yasgur’s farm, home to the 1969 “Woodstock Festival.” This project includes an outdoor 
concert venue, special event spaces, a visitor center and a museum with exhibits detailing the 3 
day landmark concert. 

Dennis has provided developmental services for the Grammy Museum and the Museum of the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, both in Los Angeles. Working with Arts and 
Exhibits International/AEG (Los Angeles), Dennis was instrumental in putting together the 
Michael Jackson Official Exhibition which opened its world tour in London in October 2009.
Dennis was the Creative Director for The Mob Museum: National Museum of Organized Crime 
and Law Enforcement, a $43 million project in downtown Las Vegas, designed to attract new 
audiences to the city core, housed in the historic federal courthouse where the Kefauver Hearings 
into organized crime were held. The Museum’s 2012 opening garnered rave reviews in The New 
York Times, USA Today and on the Today Show, among others. 

In 2012, Dennis led a team of professionals hired to re-think the exhibits and marketing 
programs of the Pro-Football Hall of Fame. The result was a $23 million redesign of exhibits and 
facilities. In addition, Dennis co-developed the Hall of Fame’s 50th anniversary traveling exhibit 
entitled Gridiron Glory that is traveling to 17 NFL cities over the course of five years. 

Other recent projects include the development of a state- of- the- art exhibit for the NASA Glenn 
Visitors Center, the planning of a Freshwater exhibit for the Great Lakes Science Center and 
conceptual planning for the FutureGen Visitor Center, a facility devoted to alternative energy 
solutions slated for central Illinois.

In Chicago, Dennis has served on the Advisory Committee of the Chicago Blues Experience, a 
$50 million privately funded project to be developed in that city’s downtown area. Dennis also 
did the Feasibility Study for the American Writers Museum currently under construction on 
Michigan Ave.
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Currently, Dennis is spearheading the development of the official United States Olympic Museum 
Designed by award-winning architects Diller-Scifidio Renfrow, the $86 million project is being 
built in downtown Colorado Springs near the headquarters of the U S Olympic Committee. The 
museum is slated to open in 2018.

 Also in the development stage for openings in 2017 are the Western Reserve Historical Society’s 
“Cleveland Starts Here” gallery and the University of Akron’s Cummings Center for the History of 
Psychology.

Dennis has lectured extensively, in the US and abroad, served on regional and national juries 
and is the recipient of numerous degrees and awards, especially, for cultural leadership and in 
recognition of his First Amendment positions. Among these awards:

• “The Hugh M. Hefner First Amendment Award” presented by the Hugh M. Hefner Foundation, 1990

• The College of William and Mary’s “Leslie Cheek Award” for Outstanding Presentation of the Arts, 1991
	
 • The Frederick P. Weisman Award” for service to the arts presented by the Frederick P. Weisman  
 Foundation, 1992

• “Freedom of Expression in American Life Award,” presented by the Robert Sterling Clark  
 Foundation, the Nathan Cummings Foundation, the Joyce Mertz-Gilmore Foundation, the  
 Rockefeller Foundation and the Andy Warhol Foundation, 1993

• “Distinguished Alumni Award” presented by Wayne State University, 2004

• “Lifetime Achievement Award” presented by the Association of Midwest Museums, 2010

• Cleveland Arts Prize-2013

EDUCATION

• PhD, American Cultural History, Wayne State University (Detroit)
• MA, American History, Oberlin College
• BA , Oberlin College

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

• Barrie Projects, Founder and Principal, 2005 - present
• Westlake Reed Leskosky Architects, Director of Cultural Planning , 2005-2012
• The Malrite Company, President, 1998 - 2005
• Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum, Executive Director, 1993 - 1996
• Contemporary Arts Center, Cincinnati, Director, 1983-1991
• Archives of American Art/Smithsonian Institution, Midwest Director, 1971-1983
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